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We Claitn : 

l 1 - A method for adapting a legacy 'software 
application developed for an environment comprising a 
centralized computing resource interconnected to a series 
of completer terminal devices to a network environment 
wherein sVid network environment comprises a system of 
distributed^ interconnected network computing resources, 
said method Comprising the steps of: 

creating source code and executable code for said 
initial legacy\sof tware' application and ; 

utilizing >said source code to produce a series of 
software components for providing the functionality for 
interaction with tW executable code, said components being 
executable by at le^st one of said computing resources in 
said network environment, and wherein upon execution, said 
computing resource is paused to interconnect with the 
executable code of sai^NM^gacy software application over 
said network so as to(j ; pA^ra^> / with said legacy software 
application in the transmission or receipt of information 
to and from said legacy software application, 

. 2 , A method in accordance with claim 1 wherein the 
legacy software application includes interface 
specification definitions which elude definitions of 
screen formats, the step of producing the series of 
software components further comprising generating a series 
of user interface software components^ rom the screen 
format definitions, the user interface\of tware components 
being arranged for execution on the network computing 
resource, to provide a graphical user interface providing at 
least data entry and display facilities of t\e interface 
specification definitions. 

3. A method in accordance with claim 2, Therein the 
interface software components are arranged to generate 
forms corresponding to forms generated by the legac 
software application. 
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\ 4. A method in accordance' with any previous claim, 
comprising the step of generating client interface 
components, the client interface components being arranged 
to interact over the network with the legacy software 
application. 

5. \a method in accordance with claim 4, the client 
interface components include a user input object which is 
arranged toVeceive data input by a user of the network 
computing resource and transmit the data to the legacy 
application, dver the network. 

6 . A method as claimed in any previous claim wherein 
said series of sbftware components are loadable and 
executable by an internet Browser. 

7. A method \as claimed in any previous claim wherein 
said series of software components comprise Java code 
applets. / \ 0 

8. A methoo^s^c^^imed in any previous claiifl wherein 
said series of software components are executable by 
scripting languages running on said network computing 
resource . \ 

9 . A method as claimed, in any previous claim wherein 
said source code includes a series of data fields and said 
series of software components include object oriented 
methods for setting or obtaining Values of said series of 
data fields . \ 

10. A method as claimed in any previous claim wherein 
said network environment comprises the\lnternet network. 

11 . A method as claimed in any previous claim wherein 
said network environment utilizes TCP/IP tsransfer 
protocols . \ 

12. A method as claimed in any previous, claim, 
wherein said source code is written in a 4GI/ ranguage. 

13 . A method as claimed in claim 12 wherein said 
source code is written in the LINC language. \ 

14. A program storage device readable by a machine, 
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N^tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by 
fr^e machine to perform method steps for adapting a legacy 
software application developed for an environment 
comprising a centralized computing resource interconnected 
5 to a series of computer terminal devices to a network 

environment wherein said network environment comprises a 
system ofv distributed, interconnected network computing 
resources ,\said method comprising the steps of: 

creating source code and executable code for said 
10 initial legacy\sof tware application and; 

utilizing said source code to produce a series of 
software components for providing the functionality for 
interaction with thfe executable code, said components being 
executable by at lea at one of said computing resources in 
said network environmeW, and wherein upon execution, said 
computing resource is ca\ise^ to interconnect with the 
executable code of said/l^a4 l cy software application over 
said network so as to/intefS^ct with, said legacy software 
application in the tr^fts^ss^5rr - of receipt of information 
to and from said legacy software application. 

15. A program storage devrce in accordance with Claim 

14, wherein the legacy software application includes 
interface specification definitions^ which include 
definitions of screen formats/ the method further 

!5 comprising the step of generating a series of user 
interface software components from the \creen format 
definitions, the user interface sof tware \omponents being 
arranged for execution 'on the' network compiling resource to 
provide a graphical uskr^inteVfaee providingNat least data 

0 entry and display facilities of the screen format. 

16. A program storage device in accordance\with claim 

15, wherein the interface software components areNarranged 
to generate forms corresponding to forms generated \y the 
legacy software application. 

5 17. A program storage device in accordance with \ny 
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^one of claims 14-16, the method further comprising the 
step of generating client interface components, the client 
interface components being arranged to interact over the 
network with the legacy software application. 

\l8. A program storage device in accordance with claim 
17, wherein the client interface components include a user 
input oirfect which is arranged to receive data input by a 
user of the network computing resource and transmit the 
data to thexlegacy application, over the network. 

19. A program storage device in accordance with any 
one of claims 1A to 18 wherein said series of software 
components are loadable and executable by an Internet 
Browser . \ 

20. A progranv storage device in accordance with any 
one of claims 14 to \9 wherein said series of software 
components comprise Java code applets. 

21. A program sGora/re device in accordance with any 
one of claims 14 to R0 wft^re^jar said series of software 
components are executable ^by scripting languages running on 
said network computing resoVrce. 

22. A program storage device in accordance with any 
one of claims 14 to 21 wherein\said source code includes a 
series of data fields and said Series of software 
components include object-orientesi methods for setting or 
obtaining values of said series of\data fields. 

23. A program storage device iki accordance with any 
one of claims 14 to 22 wherein said network environment ~ 
comprises the Internet network. \ 

24 . A program storage device in accordance with any 
one of claim 14 to 23 wherein said network ^environment 
utilized TCP/IP transport protocols. \ 

25. A program storage device in accordance with any 
one of claims 14 to 24 wherein said source code\is written 
in the LINC language. \ 

26. A program storage device in accordance wrth any 
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\ one of claims 14 to 25 wherein said terminal screen 
\definitions are written in a screen control language. 
\ 27. A method for adapting a 4GL legacy software 
application including template definitions from which a 
5 legacy software application can be generated, comprising 
the seeps of ; 

\ utilizing said template definitions to produce a 
series or\software components, said components being 
executable \by at least a computing resource in a network 
10 environment ^comprising a system of distributed, 

interconnected network computing resources, and wherein 
upon executionX said computing resource is caused to 
interconnect witri the 4GL legacy software applications so 
as to interact witfa the legacy application in the 
15 transmission and receipt of information to and from the 
legacy application* \ 

28, A system farNadapting a legacy software 
application developed for environment comprising a 
centralized computing ^eSrjtirce interconnected to a series 
20 of computer terminal device^ to a network environment, 
wherein said network environment comprises a system of 
distributed, interconnected network computing resources, 
the system comprising; \ 

means for creating source cbde and executable code 
25 for said initial legacy software application and; 

means utilizing said source coote to produce a series 
of software components for providing "che functionality for 
interaction with the executable code, said components being 
executable by at least one of said computing resources in 
3 0 said network environment, and wherein upon\execution, said 
computing resource is caused to interconnectKwith the 
executable code of said legacy software application over 
said network so as to interact with said legacy^ software 
application in the transmission or receipt of information 
35 to and from said legacy software application. \ 
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\ 29. A system as claimed in claim 28, wherein the 
legacy software application includes interface 
specification definitions which include definitions of 
screen formats , the means for producing this series of 
5 software\comppneats including means for generating a series 
of user interface software components from the screen 
format definitions, the user interface software components 
being arranged for execution on the network computing 
resource to prbvide a graphical user interface providing at 
10 least data entr\ and display facilities of the interface 
specification definition. 

30. A systenkin accordance with claim 29, wherein the 
interface software Components are arranged to generate 
forms corresponding no forms generated by the legacy 
15 software application. \ 

31- A system in accordance with any one of claims 28 
to 30, the means for propWclhg the series of software 
components including rn^ansi fAr generating client interface 
components, the client interspace components being arranged 
20 to interact over the he£^rk\with the legacy software 
application \ 

32 A system in accordance with claim 31, the client 
interface components including aVser input object which is 
arranged to receive data input by \ user of the network 
25 computing resource and transmit theNdata to the legacy 
application, over the network. \ 

33. A system in accordance with any one of claims 28 — 
to 32, wherein said series of software components are 
loadable and executable by an Internet BroWser. 
30 34. A system in accordance with any owe of claims 28 

to 33, wherein the series of software components comprise 
Java code applets - \ 

35. A system in accordance with any one of\claims 28 
to 34, wherein said series of software components Vre 
3 5 executable by scripting languages running on said network 
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computing resource. 

36. A system in accordance with any one of the claims 
28 toN35/ wherein said source code includes a series of 
data fields and said series of software components include 

5 object oritotated methods for setting or obtaining values 
of said series of data fields. 

37. A system in accordance with any one of claims 28 
to 36, wherein sai^ n^work environment comprises the 
Internet network. 

10 38- A system i^\M^or^&ne^wi th any one of claims 28 

to 37, wherein said networKSgnvironinent utilizes TCP/IP 
transfer protocols, 

39. A system in accordance ^a^th any one of claims 28 
to 38, wherein said source code is wr*i£ten in at 4GL 

15 language . 

40. A system in accordance with any \ne of claims 28 
to 39, wherein said source^code is writ ten ^iK the LXNC 
language . 
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